THE    AGA   KHAN                  in
a small corps of experts who rigidly scrutinize every
project which is presented for his attention and the
bona fides of those who proffer them. Notwithstanding
the singularly large proportion of promoters who have
failed to satisfy the Aga Khan's experts as to their
own personal qualifications, His Highness retains a
high appreciation of the probity of the West and of
its commercial standards.
In thirty years3 effort, the Aga Khan had so
galvanized the Muslims of India that he was able,
in its entirety, to withdraw his strictures on the
ability of India to absorb the principles of popular
self-government, and he came out very strongly in
the purely political aspect of the community's aspira-
tions during the dangerous days of 1930 and after.
When the British Government decided to dispatch
to India a statutory commission to inquire into the
working of the reforms, Sir John Simon and his
confreres were met by Non-Co-operation in excetsis.
His first view of the Appolo Bundar was of a sea of
black flags which bore the unwelcome and uncom-
plimentary slogan of the moment. This was terse
and to the point, and it was: " Simon, go back ! "
This situation was fraught with considerable danger,
and objectionable and unsavoury incidents became
an everyday occurrence. Mr. Gandhi cried, " Boy-
cott," and his followers obeyed him, and there were
sanguinary clashes between those who would receive
the Commission at its face value, and those who
would relegate it to Whitehall minus the evidence
it had come to collect. The prison populations grew
and grew until the prisons could hold no more, and